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A FEW FACTS 



EOMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 



E. S. 0. TAYLER, B.A. Oxos. 



"Wa can do noUiJng against the Truth, hut for the Truth." — 
S. Paul, 2 Corinthians ziii. 

"Not to exceed, and not to full short oi, facte, — not to add, and not 
"to take awBj, — toetat^'the truth, the whole tmth, and nothing but 
"the truth, — arc the grand, the vital mmima of inductive science, of 
"English Law, and, let ua add, of Christian faith." — Quarterly 
Sevifa, October, 1861, p. 369. 
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PREFACE. 



Tnia pamphlet haa little merit, and must make its 
way as well as it can. "It will receive many a jostle 
as it goes along, and perhaps is destaned to add one 
more to the number of slain in the field of modem 
criticism." If anything found in it should cause pain 
to the reader, no one will regret it more than the 
writer, knowing, as he doea, how many men are far 
better than their creed; and that the brotherly love of 
Christians is not only one of the greatest commands of 
their Divine Teacher, Jesus Christ, but one of their 
strongest bulwarks against their common enemy, error, 
in all its manifold shapes and forms. 

The object of this pamphlet will have been attained, 
should this effort, however poor or imperfect, in any way 
conduce to a true worship of Him Who is a Spirit, and 
must be worshipped in spirit and truth (S. John iv. 
23, 24). 
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A PEW FACTS 



gnman Cat^olit Cl^uu^. 



To take upon myeell the responsibility of ent«ring into 
the field of controversy would be a serious matter for 
consideration, knowing, a^ I do, that sucb questions aa the 
present cannot usually be approached without stirring 
up party strife ; but, in the first place, such responsibility 
is not mine, because lately a tract has been issued with the 
avowed object of correcting "gross ignorance" existing 
about the " tenets " of the Koman Catholic Church, con- 
cluding with these words : " It is evident that the onus of 
disproof rests with, the Non-Catholic party," i.e., with those 
who are not Boman Catholics. In the second place, my 
purpose is to treat this question fairly and plainly &om an 
instruetive point of view. While, on the one band, the tract 
alluded to is written with the enthusiaam of a new Boman 
"vert," and with the conviction of a lively imagination, 
giving this well-worn subject a certain degree of fretJiness; 
on the other hand, aa to correct statement of orthodox 
doctrine, it has the public sanction and authority of a 
Boman Catliolic Priest, who is said to be an able and 
learned Canon and Doctor of Divinity. We may receive this 
tract, therefore, as a sincere, orthodox, and authoritative 
statement about those doctrines of the Boman Catholic 
Church on which it is written. 

A systematic and exhaustive treatment of the donnas 
and position of the Boman Church I must leav^ to u^n.' 



writers who are fitted for ttie task, as r^;arda abilify, 
learning, titna, and position. Yet this need neither prevent 
me from making some brief remarks, nor from giving a few 
plain facts bearing upon the points at issue. That this 
may not be regarded as the "ex parte" statement of 
one utterly ignorant of or undnly hostile to the spirit 
and views of the Homan obedience, 1 may add that these 
facts are for the most part allowed by Borne. 



Tee Existewce of the Bouak Cathouo Chttboh. 

There is an attempt to establish first (before treating the 
"Popular Fallacies"), the supreme authority of the Eoman 
Church as the only one true and Catholic Church, a cardinal 
point on which all Eoman controversy hinges.' 

(1) The first argument for this is a false one,' though 
commonly put forward by Bomaniats, Thus it is asked 
"What Creed, except that of the CathoHc Church, can claim 
to have adherents in every country under the sun?" To this 
it may be replied that Queen Victoria has many loyal subj ects 
of the English Church all over her colonies and dominions 
"on whiftQ the sun never sets," to say nothing of those 
Christians belonging to other religious bodies. Therefore 
the Creed of the Anglican Church can claim adherents in 
as many countries as the Roman. [See Official Year Book 
of the Church of England, 1885-— 8. P. C. K.] 

Again, "When we consider that there are in the world 
200,000,000 Catholics to 130,000,0U0 Protestants, we are 
considering a fact that contains much matter for re- 
flection." 

Suppose this proved the Roman Creed to be the right 
belief of 4he true and only Catholic Church. On the 
same grounds we could prove that Buddhism, with its 
340,000,000 of believers, is the true creed, — which Borne 
would not accept. Further, the Greek Church, with 

' ThnB each aulnequeiit section begins, "The Catholic Church 
teaches that," or, "The Catholic Churth holds." Then the Pope 
is introduced as " her viiiih head, Christ's vicar on earth, tha 
Holy Father." 

' Cf. Mucellaiuoiu Rtnaini of Arehbiihop Whately, pp,. IflS, 176, 
218, thelalJacyof "ThePrevaihjigEeligion." , C.(.H)qIc 



76,390,040 adherents, who do not belong to the Ohnrch 
of Bome, has been left out altogether from the calculation. 
Add them to the 131.007,449 ProteetantB and we 
have 207,397,489 Christian in the world who are 
not Koman Catholics. Thus the Roman Catholics are 
outnumbered by upwards of seven miUiona; in other 
words Eoman Catht^s are leas than half the total number 
of Christians in the world (407,000,000).' 

Again, if we m.ust accept the authority of a mere 
majority for the time being as expreBsing the truth, it 
would foUow that 6. Athanasius, for example, in his day 
was a heretic, because he refused to accept the heresy of 
Arianism, since Pope Liberiue, the Emperor, and the 
majority of Bishops at the time representing their churches, 
were in favour of Arius and his opinions.' Whereas, on 
the contrary, S. Athanasius was one of the greatest de- 
fenders of the True Faith, which is not disputed by 
Rome, 

Again, in the Almanaeh det Fiddlei Amis de Pie IX., 
1875, there was a calculation from the Almanack de 
Goika that, in t874, there were 204,386,148 Eoman 
CathoHcs in the world, being an increase of 15,000,000 
since i 840. Now, they are not even keeping up to the ratio 
of the increasB of population, for, if they had increased 
even at the low rate of i per cent, per annum (which is 
less than half (he rate of increase in England) there ought 
to have been a gain of 32,300,000 in this period, so that 
there has been in truth alosaof 17,000,000. And Pius IX. 
acknowledged that if all Hberals, indifferents, and non- 
practising members were excluded from the roU of CathoHcs, 
the True Catholic Church is but a "little flock."* These 
facta contain much matter for reflection. 

' All theae Ggores ato accepted by Dr. Di Bruno — {Csth^Ut Belief, 
p. 397, fifti edition, Bnrns and Oatea) — and we do not, therefore, 
impugn them, though we coDsider the uumtier, 200,000,1)00, greatly 
exaggerated. 

* ' > Liberius, overcome with the irltsomenesa of exile, subscribed to 
heretical error, and entered Rome i& a. conqueror." — S, Jerome 
[fihran. A.D. 357). S. Peter Damiimi in the eleventh' ceotury 
speaks of Liberius as, not only a heretic, hut an apostate. — L\htr 
Graiitiwuis, cap. ivi. 

° See Father Curci, II Sisaido Ira la Ckieia e le Stato, cap. vi. ; 
Cardinal Manning, "The Church and Modern Society" Uforth 
American Riview, Feb., 1880); "The CooTeraion of England,", by 
St. George Mivart (i>ii*(Ht Sniitw, July, 1884.) ' (.■■ 



(2) It is then asked " How did this Oliiiroli originate?" 
Those who are not Eomaa Catholics accept me texts 
quoted (9. Mark xvi. 15, S. Matthew xvi. 18, 19, S. 
Luke sxii. S->, and S. Matthew xxviii. 20), as proving 
"Christ the God-man" to be "the ioundatiou of Hla 
Church," and believe therefore that "Christ is with her 
for ever, according to Christ's promise." "I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the World. Amen." 
(8. Matthew xxviii. 20). 

But they neither accept the assumption of the Church 
of Borne, that these passages of Scripture can only apply to 
Kome, or prove its claims to be exclusively the one only 
Catholic Church of Christ, nor the assertion that the Pope 
is "her visible head, Christ's Vicar on earth, the Holy 
Father." 

Even from a Soman point of view these " Petrine texts" 
cannot prove that 8. Peter was the founder of the BomEin 
Church, or infallible, or had supreme jurisdiction over the 
other Apostles,' or the universal Church, and much less 
that he could hand down these powers to others. For 
such an interpretation is not supported by the ' ' unanimous 
consent of the Fathers" (Creed of Pope Pius IV., art. ii., 
published by "the Council of Trent.")' 

■ ' (Galatians a 11-14). Cf. Lightfoot, •' Epii^tle to the Galatiani, 
1881," here in loco, and p. 364. iS. Matthew xviii. 1 ; ^. Mark ix. 
3* ; 8. Luke uii, 24 ; ActH i. 17—26). 

' To take the moet famouB text (S. Matthew, ivi. 18, 19) 
Archbishop Kenrick, of St. Louis, in his speech, piibliahedat Naples, 
1870, prepBred for, but not delivered in, the Vatican Council, declares 
that Rootan Catholics cannot cetahlish the Petrine privilege from 
Scripture, becanse of this clause in the Creed of Pius IV., and adds 
that there are five different inlet pretalions given by the Fathers of 
S. Matthew iTi. 18. 

(1) That S. FetiT is the Gock, taught by seventeen Fathers. 

(2) That the tehoir Apotlolie College is the Eock, represented b^ 

6. Peter it« chief, taught by eight. 

(3) That the Faith of S. Peter ia the Hock, taught by fo'ty.four. 
14) That Christ Bimael/K the Koek, taught by sixteen. 

(6) That tho Hock is thi wh. le body of the faithful. 

The Archbishop sums up thus. " If we are bound to follow tho 
grealur number of Fathers in thiu matter, then we must hold for 
eertain that the word Petra, means, not Peter prof suing the faith, but 
the faith ptofetted % Peter." 

The Coundl of Trent declares the Nicene Creed to be " The 
symbol of Faith .... the one Gxm foundation against which Oie 
gates of hall shall not prevail (Sess. ill.)" 
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Boinan Catholics ai^e also ih&t as they only call 
themselves or are called Catholics, this proves the 
Koman Church to be the true Cathohc Church, not 
a mere part of it, however vast, ancient, powerful, and 
august ; and thus Ihey aaaume that whatever is said 
in Scripture of ChriBt's Church applies to the Boman 
Catholic Church only, and to no other.' The whole 
debate on the Papal claims, in virtue of "the privilege 
of Peter," really turns upon this evidence, for the New 
Testament contains ell that we know about 8. Peter's 
authority and teaching.' Moreover, there is no 

' The title of the RuBso-Greek Church is " The Catholic Orthodox 
Eastern Church;" less local than "The Catholic Apostolic Boman 
Church " {Cre/d of fiiH IV., art. jc., published by Council of Trei^) ; 
while ''Catholic," ouly, vhen loosely and colloquially contrasted 
with "Protestant," means " Komaniat." The English Church 
uses the term Catholic as applying to heraelf throuehoue the 
Book of Common Prayer. On the other band, t&e terms 
'■Protestant Church'' and "English State Church, as by law 
established." occur nowhere in her Prayer Biwik, Kormulaiies, 
and Offices. (Prayer Book Preface, Creeds, XXXth Canon, and 
in an enactment of Convocation, 15T1.) The word Catholic, at 
beat, is not of Divine or Apostolic appointment, but of human 
introduotioa. Rome's Catholicity will not ovea stand the definitions 
of the Jesuit Veron, who says that " To make any doctrine catholjo 
or binding on the conscience of Christians it must be, {!) revealed 
in the TPord of Ood ; (2) proposed to the faithful by the whole 
Church (Veron, S.J„ Rule of the Catholic Fmih, Paris, 1615, 
publiBhed in English by Watorworth, another learned Roman 
Catholic priest, Birmingham 1833; a standard work on the subject.) 
8. Augustine tells ua "Faith in Scripture is the moat Catholic of all" 
(8. Augustine, Sarm. xiv., De Verb. Apost.) 

» "I^gal Evidence of Scripture on the Petrine Claime" (Ckuiek 
Quarlerl!/ Brvieu, April, 1878). But F. Ryder in his "Catholic 
Controversy," a formal reply of the Anglo- Rom an theologians. 
Cardinal Newman in the number, has not bo much us ventured 
to touch it, implicitly confossii^ thereby that there is no caie. 

Here ia a bnet summary of Scripture evidence as to the " Privilege 
of Peter : "— 

(1) In the Old and New Testament "Rock" is confined to Jehovah 
or Christ {e.g., 2 Samuel xiii. 32 ; 1 Corinthians x. 4). 

(2) All the Apostles were given the power of binding and loosing 
as well as S. Peter (8. Matthew xviii. 18; S. John xi. 21—23). 

(3) All were on an equality after the grant of keys to S. Peter 
(S. Luke iiii. 24—26). 

(4) Christ appointed the Paraclete (Holy Spirit) as his "Vicar" 
when He went away (8. John xiv. 28 ; xvi. 7}. 

Of) 8. Peter alone is rebuked by Obriat as attempting to oppose 
Gtod's will (S. Uatthew xvi. 23}. 



oridence in these texts to show that 8. Peter, even if 

he had this privilege, ivhatever it may be, either could or 
did appoint aay heirs at all.' Further, it is a fuudameatal 
principle of the Eoman Canon Law, that whenever a claim 
of a right by privilege is made, the document attesting it 
must be produced in evidence by the claimant, or else the 
case fails. Let the Church of £ome produce S. Peter's 
last will and testament, or even the witness of ancient 
writers who can say that they ever saw it, heard of it, or 

(6) S. Peter ia the only Apostle on record (except Jadas Iscaiiot) 
who denied Christ with an oath (S, Matthew nvi. 69— 7fi). 

(7) Thongh occupying a prominent position, no act of jnrisdiction 
by S. Peter over the Apoatles or Elders it found. 

(8^ S. James and the Church of Jerusalem certainly had any 
presidency of the kind mentioned (Acts lii. 17; iv. 13, 21 ; Galatians 
ii. 9—12). 

(S) S, Peter is sent with S. John to Samaria by the other AposQes 
(Acts viii, H}. 

(10) He ia opanly opposed and refuted by 8. Paul, 8. Peter being 
the only Apostle on record who erred in Church doctrine and order 
(GWatiana Ii. 11 ; see S. Cyprian^a Epistle, Iv. U}. 

(11) S. Paul asaerU hia own abaolnte authority over the Gentiles, 
and claims to be equal with "theTery chiefest Apostles" [2 Corinthians 
li. 5; lii, U; I Corinthiana iv. 17; xvi l; 2 Corinthiaoa li. 
28). 

(12) 8. Peter after a. time WM reetrioted to the "Church of the 
Circumcision," and ia withdrawn from any authority over the Oentilea 
(Qalatiana ii, 7, 8). 

(13) Nothing whatever connects 8. Fet«r with Rome, except the 
giiess that ■■Babylon" (1 8. Peter v. 13) may meaa the Church of 
Aome (an unfortunate gueea for the Roman Church) (Isaiah i. 21 ; 
Jeremiah ii 20; iii. 1, 6, 8j Ezekiei ivi. 16, 17, 20, 26; Uoeea ii. 6; 
Eevelation ivii and iviii.) 

(14) To spedifiially attach themsolTes to 8. Peter, in a special 
manner, is schism in Christiana (1 Corinthiana i. 12). 

(15) B. Peter never makea for himself any claim to the primacy, 
but is " fellow elder " (1 8. Peter v. 1). 

(16) S. Matthew xvi. 19, is interpreted by most of the Fathers 
(notably Origen, 8. Cyprian, 8. Ajnbroae, 8. Hilary, S. Gaudentins, 
8. AugosdDe, S. Jerome, 8. I«o the Great) as only a promitt of 
poatr, and as applying to all tht Apotilta, not S. Peter alone. 
Tertnllian explains it as lefeniug to 8. Peter being the Jtist to unlock 
the doors of the Kingdom of Christ to both Jews and Gentiles. 
This event cannot ever happen again for the Jirat time. I^De 
Pvdicil. xii.) 

> This is an incurable defect of title, according to Roman Canon 
Law, which rules that a pirional privilaie diea with the person 



even conjectured that it might be producible. The Church 

of Eome, then, "cannot give what it has not got." 

As to the personal infallibility of the Pope, even ex 
cathedra, whatever that may mean.' I will merely quote the 
teaching of a work wdl known — Keenan's t'ontrovereial 
Cateehism .-* 
' ' Q. Must not Catholics believe the Pope to be infallihle f 
"A. This ia a Protettant invention. It is no article of the 
Catholic faith. No decision of his can bind, on pain of 
heresy, unless it be received and enforced by the teaching 
body, that is, by the Bishops of the Church,"' 

' As the Canon Law u the formitl voice of ths Boman Church, 
and largelf made up ai what are now treated as the infallible 
utterances of Popes, it cannot be appealed from by lioman Catholics. 
"They have not Peter's heritage who have not Peter'a Isith" 
(S. Ambrose, De Pienit. This has been evaded in later tditiont by 
altering Jideia into sedem, which does not agree with the context). 
See tMa question and many others more fully worked out in 
Dr. Littladale'a Plain Reatom againat jawing the Church nf Some, 
pp. 170, 189, 199, 218, 219, 22fi, 238. A book eepeuiaUy addressed 
to Churchmen (puWiahed by B.P.C.K.), last edition, 1881. at la., 
of which I have made great use, Seiulii o/ Mr. Qiedatone' a Ex- 
poilulalion, by Umbra Oxonieneis. Baronius, Aim. 912,viii. Ranke's 
Siilory of the Popei (esp. i. 2 and 3) . Dr, J, H . Hopkins' reply to 
Msgr. (^pel, Ameriean Church Sevieic, Januaiy, 1SBS. CanOD 
Jeiuina' letter to Uanning, " Corporate Nature and Succession of 
the Episcopate." 

' Roman theologians have been divided on this point. Thus the 
SyllabuB of 1861 is >■ an act of doctrinal authority," and "part of the 
snpceme and infallible teaching of the Church," according to Cardinal 
Manning {I^tri Privilegium, pp. S4-39) ; "the one anchor of safety," 
PinalX: [Siieorai di Pio IX., vol. i., p. 69). On the otter hand 
Cardinal Newman says it "has no dogmatic force" and " makes no 
claim to be acknowledged as the word of Qie Pope " (Letter to the 
Duke of Norfolk). 

* Published with the format approval and licence of Hughes, the 
Koinan Catholic Archbishop of New York, and formal approbations 
of the four Roman Catholic bishops in Scotland, 1846, and third 
edition corrected by the anthor I863-*. 

' Since the Vatican decrees this question and answer have been 
dropped oat of tbe type, and no hint of any change ia given; but 
pains have been taken to make it seem the very aanu thouiimd of th* 
very lame editiim. This kind of thing cannot pass unnoticed. Oue or 
two examples will suffice : — A Fremch iVfu> Teatament, Bordeaux, 
1686, printed Kith arehiepiaeapal approval, has been boldly garbled, 
e.g. 1 Cor. iiL 16, " He himself shall be saved, yet in all cases as by 
the Jire of Purgaiwy." (1 Tim. iv. 1) "Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter days some will separate themselves from 
the Soman faith." The ontory zaioed at this audacity led to the 



Witih this compare A CaUehitm of ChriiHan Doctrine, 
revised edition, 1883, p. 17, publielied by Thomas 
Eichardson and Sou : — 

" 9-2. Is the Pope infallible ? 

" The Pope is inlaffible. 

" 93. "Wiat do you mean when you say that the Pope 
is infallible ? 

"When I say that the Pope is infallible, I mean that the 
Pope cajinot err where, as Shepherd and Teacher of all 
Christians, he defines a doctrine concerning faith and 
morals to be held by the whole Church." ' 

Further comment is superfluous. To quote the words 
of one who is now ''fallen asleep," "One of the saddest 
portions of oontrOTersy is the tiiought of how much is 
owing to forged writings ; to what extent the 
prev^ng system, as to the Blessed Virgin, came in 
upon the authority of writings which Roman Catholic 
critics now own to have been wrongly ascribed to the 
great Fathers whose names they bear ; to what extent the 
present relation of Bome to the Eastern Church and to 
ourselves is owing to forged Decretals The 

deetniotioii ot this edition; but it may be seen in the British Mnseain, 
Lihrs^ at Lamboth, sjid Darhsm. 

Di SmDO, Calhelu Belief, 1878, p. 202, quoting S. C^iian in 
favour of tlie Immaculate Conception of the Bleesod Virgin Man>, 
has. " S. Cyprian, a Father of the third century, saTS," — but the 
passage cited is really from a treatise ascribed to AJnald of Bonneial, 
a writer uf the twelfth century, whose writings, though bound up in 
Uie same volume as S. Cypiian's works iu the editions of Bishop Fell 
ajid the Benedictmes, are placed at the etid, with a separate title, head 
lines, and pagination, so that there eould be no mistake. Notice waa 
taken of tiis by Dr. LittledaJs, Plain Seaeont, p. 1 32. In Di Bruno's 
Jlflh edition he has quietly ^tered this into— "The ancient writer 
found in 8. Cyprian's works says," and alludes to, "the Angliesn, 
Bishop Foil's edition," which leaves the same false impression 
on the reader as before. Di Bruno says (od. 1S7S, p. 170) 
■' The Catholic belief in Fnrgatoiy rests e'peciaiiy on the Apostolic 
traditions of the Church, recorded in all ancient Liturgies.' This 
error was noticed by Dr Littledale. Di Bruno, Jifth edition, haa 
dropped out "especiaily" and "all," though the references still give 
no support to the Romish doctrine of purgatory, though prayers for the 
dead are found. Fm proof see T'omlatium of Priwitwe Liturgiet, by 
Nealo (Hayes), 

> Cf, Bellarmine (De Fontif, iv. S), " If the Pope should err by 
enjoining vices or forbidding virtues, the Church would be obliged to 
believe vices to be good and virtues bad, unless she wodU sin 
against canideiica." (Supposing thie potable.) | , 



forgery of the Decretals, after they had "passed for true 
dmin^ eight centuries," wa« owned by afl, even by the 
Church of Borne. But the tyttem built upon that forgiry 
oHdti still."' 

"Do you know, MonseigneoT," says Glratry, "iathehistory 
of the himiaa mind, any questioa, theological, philosophieaf, 
historical, or otherwise, which has been bo disgraced by 
falsehood, bad faith, and the whole work of the forgers ? 
I say it again, it it a question utterly gangrsn«d hy fratid."^ 
-ilao F. de Eeynon, S.J,,' says, "Yes, the impostor hsA 
attained his end. He has changed, as he wished, the 
discipline of the Church ; but he ha* not arrested the general 
decay. Qod never blesses imposture. The false Decretals 
have never produced anything but mischief " ' 

' An Eirmieen, pp. 236—366, by Dr. E. B. Puaay, Regim ProfeBsor 
of Hebrew in the Umvereitj of Oxford, ef. anthoritiea quoted in that 

' Gratry, Letter ii. to Msgr. Daobampe. 
■ Eludti Setiqiema, November, 1865. 
1 It may be obaerved here briefly tbat : — 

(1) Not only have tha Roma,n claime of supremacy no authority 
from Scripture, the Old Creeds, Councils, and Fathers, — nay rather, 
are excluded by such evidence, — but the serious flaws in the Papal 
Succaesiun prove that there has been no valid election to the Papacy 
for handreds of years. (■' See Legal Flaws in tha Later Papacy,'' 
Church Quarttrly Stviev/. July, 1 884, and preceding papers. ) 

(2) The faith of the Roman Church deponda on the decisions of 
one man, tuilhout the tonaent of the Chvrch (Vatican Decrees, seea. iv. 
cap. 4). Hence there is no certainty in her faith, for he may be 
heretical, wicked, or mad, as several popes have been (Baronins, 
Ann. viii. 912 ; Genebrard, Chron. Sac. iv. ann. 901 {Cologne. 1671) ; 
Petrarch, Seeameron, i. 2 ; Bellarmine, Canciu nxnii, 0pp. torn. 

(3) The Roman dogma of intention makes the Roman Orders and 
BHcramenta uncertain, both in the past [EUnke's History of Fopes i S ; 
Jervis' Hinlory of Ihe Church of France, chap, viii.) and in the present, 
because their validity depends upon the intention of the officiating 
minister, "and no man can see another's intention" (Cardinal 
lli'llnnnine, I>i>pvl. Contnv. I)e JiuHfc. III. viii. 6). 

This does nut affect Kiiglish Orrtera, because there nisver has been 
such un}>e]ic!f amonget theulefKya? to import this peril; and had there 
been, as the English Church docs not hold the dogma of jotention, it 
cannot be affected by it: nor was it binding in the Roman Church till 
Ihe 'I'r'mt Di-crcp, March 3rd, \bil. 

(4) The Honian Church has been more fruitful in hereaies than any 
other, and though now apparently having a solid exterior, is within 
only held together by the screw of authority, beiog divided into two 



10 

"We," aayB 8. Augustine, "who are Chrietians in 
name and deed, do not believe in 3. Peter, but in Him on 
whom S, Peter himself believed, — He, the Ohriet, Peter's 
Master, in the teaching which leads to life everlasting, He 
ie our Master too " {De CiviMe Dei, xviii. 54). 

The most probable reasons for the present existence 
of the Eoman Catholic Church are ( 1 ) she still has left the 
elements of Christianity, however much they have been 
weakened and obscured by error, hence the earnertneas 
and admirable self-sacrifice found in some Eoman Catholics. 

(2) She still has many attractions for the lower side of 
human nature even in the nineteenth century, both in her 
ritual and assumption of unerring and supreme authority. 

(3) Hitherto she has existed in the "comparatively dark 
ages," with all the advantages of superior power, oumbera, 
and oxteEsive jurisdiction. In the present age, when 
"men run to and fro, and knowledge is increased" in a 
manner unknown before, it is a serious question for the 
Boman Catholic Church how ia its present state it can face 
the future,' for its power has been weakened in every 
country in Europe since the revival of learning. 

To quote the words of Cardinal Newman (though sinoe 
retracted), when he vfrote in the full vigour of his 
ntarveHouB intellect, {Prophetical Office of the Church, 
. 103-4, 1837; Eiaay on Development, Preface 1845), 
iVe must deal with her aa we would towards a friend 
who is visited by derangement, in great affliction, with all 
affectionate tender thoughts, with tearful regrets and a 
broken heart, but still with a steady eye and a firm hand. 

For, in truth, she is a Church beside herself ; her 

real self only in name ; and till God vouchsafe to restore 
her, we must treat her as if she were that evil thing that 
governs her." 

' For instance, an enquiry into the condition of the Roman Catholic 
populatioD of Spain, Portugal, Italy. Franue, or puttions of Suuth 
America (where Kome if anywhere holds sway), and the moral and 
intellectual effects of Roman Catholicism on those people will not give 
a very obeering reply. (Almve, p. 4, and i.ittledale's StHtiatics. Main 
Retiioni, edition 1884, pp. 208—214). 

Father Gorci in Preface to T-imMiom of the Geip>l ••nd Ads, 1879, 
says, " The New TesUment is of all books* that which ih ]<^st Etudied 
and read amongst us, insomuch tha,t the u^eater part uf the loity, 
even such as are instructed and practising believers, de not aa mvi-h ai 
know that luth a book txitia in the world, und the majority of the clergy 
thamselTee scarcely know more of it than they are obliged to r«ad in 
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It is etatod ' ' The Catholic Church teaches that, as God 
is omnipotont, He could graut our jjrayere when they are 
offered straight to Him." All who profess and call them- 
selves Christians believe this ; and since it is also stated 
that " Neither the Blessed Virgin nor the Saints have any 
power except through Christ," " they know what happens 
on earth through Christ," those Christians seem far more 
reasonable in this worship who do make prayers straight 
to God and Christ, for (1) there are direct and clear 
commands in Scripture for it, whereas there is not a single 
word in favour of prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary or 
Saints. (~i) Should we make requests to the Saints, we 
must make them first to Christ, and through Him before the 
saints can hear us, since they are, at best, but human souls, 
neither oniuiacient nor omnipotent, even ?/ in glory, which 
the Romish doctrine of Purgatoiy and the orthodox belief 
in an intermediate state, make very doubtful.^ 

Moreover the Jesuit Veron {RuJe of Catholic Faith) lays 
down that it is not a. matter of faith that ani/ parson not 
named as a saint in the Bible is a saint at all, or o^ahU of 
being invokid. To make prayers straight to God fad the 
Divine Son is not only, therefore, to say the least, the 
most reasonable way, but the m.08t sure way of being 
heard. 

Sothegr6atOardinalC^etan(A.D.U69— 1634)Baye,"We 

the Mutiit md BrMiory." Cutci, Avurl. Fnlim. i« N.T. } li. ; 
and Valicam Mtgio, vi. 10. vii. \ 16, Firenze, Rocna, If)83; Bougaud, 
Viuar General uf Orleans, Grand Peril dt [Egliir de France, Paris, 1878 ; 
and Liveiani, Domestic Prelate and Pretonotarjr of the Holy See, II 
Papata, rimpero, i il Rrguo d" Italia, FloreQCO, 1861 . 

' For, on Roman principlea, purgatory is rBBervad eioluaively for 
pmin and justified souls, which have departed in a ttatt of gram. 
Catmhiim of Trent, I. v. 5 ; Perrone, Praet. Thiol. ; and also 
this pamphlet, which they support by qnoting 8. Matt. v. 2B, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, thou shalt by no meana come out 
thence till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing," and yet we are 
told "Saints have no desires left for themselves. " 
la nun beyond all earthly pafna. 

PavaariM 0/ Jem .- there Oiej' lie, 
IjfitUng^ the ni« par^e out their stajiu. 

And vOTHhippiog wd's purity- — Fa^kh. 
(Quoted in nathalit Bilief, by Dr. J. Di Bnmo: published by 
Burns and Oates] . .. H^ | C 
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have no certain hmwhdgg as to tvliether the sainta are aware 
of our prayeri, although we piously helieve it," * 

Furlier, the Catholic Church teaches that "it is 
in the plans of God to draw ua to Him by inducing 
U8 to dwell on the examplefl of His Mother" and of 
Hie Saints, and to confide in the power which He has 
given them." In all books meant to allure proaelytes 
or answer objections issued by the lioman Church, 
subjects such as Mariolatry are presented in their mildest 
form, and the main question on these points is either 
altogether ignored or smoothed over at the end.' Now 
take a few facts :- — In the A>i«ie Lilurgigue (Eome, fith 
edition, 1H70) there are thirty-niue feasts specially in 
honour of the "Virgin Mary, to twenty of our Lord. In 
the Eosary [of one hundred and sixty-six beads) there 
are recited one hundred and fifty "Sail Marye" to one 
" Creed," and fifteen " Our Fathers." Ihiring the month 
of May,' which is set apart as the "Month of* Mary," 
tpeeial altar) are set up in honour of the Blessed Virgin, and 
huge images of her block the view of the high altar itself. 
To " Non-Catholics" who have not travelled much these 
things are comparatively unknown. Even in the "In- 
dulgeoced Votive Ma»t of the Holy Trinity" {RaoeoUa, 
Englisff translation, Burns and Oates, 1673] Mariolatry 
creeps in. Indeed, an opinion has been advanced by some 
writers that she is bodily eo-present with Christ in the 
Eucharist, and is there fed upon by communicants.' With 
this compare Cardinal Bellarmine's words, "As to external 
acts of adoration, it it not ea»y to make dittinction, for, 
generally speaking, the external acta are common to evtrg 
tpeeisi of teorihip, and the only exception, the only peculiar 

• Cotnm. i'> Sttund. Seeunda. qu. liiiviii. art. 6. 

' Mother of God is only applicable to the bleseed Virgiin aa the 
mother of G>od the Son, and then only vith regard to SU huaum 

* For example in Catholie Belief, hj Dr. Di Bnmo, fifth edition, 
p. 195, chap. si. proves and defines tiie title TheotokoB — which title 
the English Church accepU. Chap. tU. orguea it is right to love and 
respect the Blessed Virgin Mary, whom Christ so loved ; very little 
being said about her intercession. Chap. xlii. is on the immooalate 
conception, and avoids the main issue. 

' And September also was lately proposed. 

' Dr. Posey, EirmieoH. part i. 168— IT2, who qnotes bis antliorities 
in support of this ; and Canon Oakeley, LttUr to Uanmng, p. 33, 
Longmans, isas. Faber, ITu BUtui Satrammt, p. £16. > 
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riU, to be reserved for the ironhip of Qod HiicBelf, is 

sacrifice; and tehat it eonntettd with laerifice, — temples, 
altari, and priests." — Disput. Confror. De Sand. Beat. i. 12, 
Moreover, tnese prayers are not limpli/ addressed to the 
Saints tn the name matiner at rtqutitt to living friendt. as 
some try to make out, (though, they are used at Divine 
Worihip) but many are applicable to Qod, if His name be 
substituted for the saint's. Nor are they mere haity 
eiclamations of fervent adoration nutde by persons of 
impulsive nature : but the Raceolta is a collection of 
prayers tptciaily indulgtnced by the popes, therefore of 
indisputable authority in the Roman Church. The 
Gloriet of Mari/, by 8. Alphonso Liguori, is a formal theo- 
logical work." I give a few extracts as specimens : — 

"Queen, Mother, and Spouse of the King, to her 
belong dominion and power over all creatures.'' " She is 
Queen of Mercy, as Jesus is King of Justice." " Tn the 
Franeitean Chrnntdet it is narrated that brother Leo once 
saw a red ladder, on the top of which tras Oesus Christ ; 
and a white one, on the top of which was His most Holy 
Mother, And he saw some who tried to ascend the red 
ladder, and they mounted a few steps and foil ,- they tried 
again, and again f»ll. They were then advised to try the 
irtiite ladder, and by that one they tatily atemdtd, tor our 
Blessed Lady stretched out her hands and helped them, 
and to Ihey got taftly to heaven." " Often we abaU be heard 
more quii:kly, and be thus preserved, if we have recourse 
to Mary and call upon her name, than we should if we 
oaUed on the name of Jesus our Saviour." " At the 
command of the Virgin all things obey, even God '" 

Further, if saints, for the greatness of their examples, 
are revered, it is reasonable to expect to find ttiose 
presented for our regard who are best fitted "to draw us 
to God by dwelling on their examples" But except the 
Blessed Virgin and S. Joseph — this is not the case — obscure 
and doubtful "saints" being largely invoked. The words 
of the fathers of the Early Church are irreconcilable with 
these practices.* 

■ The Conaregation of Rit«s decreed ( 1803) that " in all writinga of 

AlfonM da LiRuori there it not one word tort canJaBtlT be found 

faalt with," Fins IX. made him a, "Doctor of the Churcli." 

' "Imperio Virginia DDiniA famolaDtur, etiam Beiu." 

' For eiamplH, S. Irensens, 8. Clement of Alexandria, OrigeB. 

g. Athanaaiiu, 3. Angnitiiu, S. Chryioitom, , , 1.^1.' 
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But Holy Scripture, within the reach oi all for the most 
part, and accepted by all ChriBtiane, declares that God will 
not share His glory, or the smalleBt degree of His diyine 
rights, with any of His creatures, glorified or not (Exodus 
IX. o ; Isaiah xlii. 8). Jesus Christ declares Himself, and 
is declared by His Apostles, to be the one, single, and only 
way to the Father ; to be perfect and entire in His love for 
man, in His intercession and answer to prayer (8. John i. 
14, 15; liv. 6; xiv. H; S. Matt. xi. 28; Acts iv. 12; 
1 Tim. ii. 5, 6 ; Heb. ii. 17; Tii. 25). In the New 
Testament there are only four examples of acts of reverence 
being done to saints and angels ; in all these it was 
promptly rejected and forbidden (to saints, Acts x. 25, 26; 
xiv. 1 3, 15 ; to angels, Eev. xii, 10 ; xxii. 8, 9). 

If angela have joy in heaven over repentant sinners, 
they are, nevertheless, always spoken of, and regarded as, 
totally distinct beings from "the spirits of just m.6n made 
perfect."' On the other hand, (1) Jesus Christ nww 
blamed or refused an act of worship offered to Him- 
self; (2) the phrase "invoke" or "call upon" tn prayer 
IB used in the New Testament always of God or Christ, 
never of any ofiier.. It is further stated " hote they (the 
saints) know it {i.e., 'what happem on earth') we can 
teU no more than hum men's souls and glorified bodies will 
be united in the resurrection : which fatter is a doctrine 
common both to the Catholic Church and the Anglican." 

Now, this is no argument to prove the knowledge of the 
saints as to "what happens on earth," because (I) from 
the facts stated before (pp. II, 13), the doctrine of the 
Invocation of Saints has no certain proof whatever, and 
therefore cannot be placed on the same footing as the 
doctrine of the Resurrection, which is a fundamental one 
of the New Testament and the whole of GhriBt«ndom ; 
(2) from Scripture (esp. 1 Cor. xv.) and from the analogy 

' (Hetrews lii. 23), with which cf. Hebrews ii. 11—18; and even 
if this were not so, it neither proves for certain that " the Baints 
know what happens on earth," neither does it, in either caae, justity 
even their " secondary worship " {dulia). 

• (1) 8. Matt. ii. 11; riii. 2; ix. 18; xiv. 33; it. 26; ivii. H; 
XI. 20; iiTiii. 9—17; 8. Mark, t. B; S. John, ii. 38; Hsb, i. 8; 
Eev. v. 8. 

(2) Act*, it. 21 ; vii.69; ix 14—21; zxii., 16; Rom. z. 13— 14 ; 
1 Cor. 1, 3; 2 Cor. i. 23; 2 Tim. ii. 22; 1 Peter, L IT. In iti 
secular use it ii applied to S. Paul's appeal to C»>ar. , - ■ 
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of nature — for example, we get at least a partial answer 
to the question (1 Cor. xv. 30), "How are tlie dead raised 
up?" (3) If this were not so, in plain words the argument 
simply states that because we cannot tell how men's souls 
ana glorified bodies are united at the resurrection, and 
because we cannot tell hiv> the saints know what happens 
on earth, it follows that we mint believe that the saints do 
knoui what happens on earth — which is a false conclusion. 
If the ai^Timent proved anything, it would prove that 
human knowledge, as regards the how in these cases, is 
equally limited. 



It is attempted to justify this by stating a well-known 
fact, viz., that " the Blessed Sacrament or Consecrated 
Host," as the "wafer" ia called, "isreserved or kept in 
the labemacle on the altar," the Eoman Church teaching 
" that Christ Himself is there — body, soul, and divinity, as 
He is in Holy Communion when He is received by 
Catholics." 

This materialism ia not "the one visible link between 
God and man," for it takes away the whole signification, 
mystery, and nature of a sacrament (especially of the Holy 
Eucharist),' and presents men withamiracle which involves 
a greater one, for it assumes (an assumption involving 
most revolting alternatives!) that God requires m&a, after 
a §rou, carnal, tarthly, miiterialiitie -way, to drink the blood 
of and to devour "the body, (the bones, nerves, tissues. 
&o.) soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ." Happily, this ia 
not necessary to be believed either from Scripture or 
unassisted reason. That Jesus Christ m preunt the 
English Church believes ; but in no r,uch way as this (see 
many Anglican standard works, such as Hooker, iicolet. 
Pol. bk. V. ; Harold Browne on The Thirty-nme Articha ; or 
Sadler's Handbook, Ohuich Doctrin*, Bible Truth, last 
edition, 1883, G. Bell & Sons) To those, then, who do 
not believe this gross materialism of Bomanists, it niust 

' Cf. A Ctleehiim of ChriitMn Doctrine, reviaed edition, 1883, 
BichardBon aud Son, p. 4S, "What is s sttciamont? A sacrament 
is aa outward sign of innard grace, ordained by Jeaaa Chriat, by 
which grace is given to our souls." - -^''^ 



seem " a blasphemoiu fable (tnd dang^roas deoeit " 
(Articlee zxzi. and xxxix,) to irorBhip a wafer, which is 

(according to men's senseB, in a case where the eenaes can 
be legitimately applied with moral certainty) a consecrated 
piece of bread, and not Jesus Christ Himself , " body, soul, 
and divinity, as He is verily and indeed received by the 
faithful." We are told " Such was the unswerving faith 
of men like S. Augustine, 8. Francis Xavier, S. Thomas 
Aquinas, Michael Angeio, Dante, and Taaao." Of these, 
8. Augustine (a.d. 389) lived nearest the time of the 
A^atles, before the " faith once for aJl delivered to the 
samts" had been obscured by Homan novelties of morbid 
growth, under the plea of development of Christian 
doctrine. Let him speak for himself. 

That Cardinals Wiseman, Manning, and Newman gave 
their assent to the doctrines of 1854 aud 1870,' may well 
shake any former belief in their powers of judgment. 
Wiseman was a " dilettante "' scholar, having but 
superficial knowledge. Manning, as a scholar, la not 
even thought as much of. Newman's best years were 
over when he left Oxford to join the Roman Church, 
into taking which step he was weak enough to be driven' 

* " For if Baeramenta had not a certain ruemblana la thou tkingi of 
which they are the sacraments, the; would not be eacramentg at 
all. But from this Ttiimblance they recoive, for the moat part, the 
namtt entn af Ihi iMnpn tkemielcci. Ab therefore, aftir a esrtaiu manntr, 
tkt taei-amml of (Ae iorfy of Chriit is the body of Chritt, the 
taerammt of the blond ef Chritt t> the blood oj Chritt, to 
tbe laerammr. ef faith it fail h" (Ep. 98, Ad Bonifac.l "They [the 
wicked] are not to be said to eat the tody of Christ, because neither 
are Ihey to be accounted among the members of Christ" (D* Civ. Dei 
iii. 26.) 

With this Theodoret agrees, "For HeWTio called the natural (jduin/) 
body, com and bread, and Himself also a Vine, honouied tho symbols 
which are seen with the title of bread and wine, not changing tSt 
tfluri. but adding grace to natms." 

So Pope (Telasius, '' Certainly the sacrament of the body and blood 
of Chriijt. which we receive, is a divine thing ; wherefore also we are 
by the same made partakers of the divine nature, and yit the tuiitarua 
and nature of bread and viine cianelh not to be" 

(See thequotationscitedinnotBB toai 
in the Holy Eucharist," by Dr. Fuse 
Epiphany, 1853.) 

' Infallibility of the Pope and the immaculate conception of the 
blessed Virgin Mary. , , . 

' Itie not for me to disparage a great man, but I am not alone m 
this opinion. .H>|c 
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by tike persecution of the Anti-TractariaiiB and Iub own 
morbid frame of mind. The late Lord Beaconsfield's 
dictum is still true; it was a step which has been apologized 
/or,* iut never explained. But if mere names stand for 
ailments, those vho are not of the Boman obedience 
can qnote, for esample, such great names as Dr. Dollinger,' 
Dr. Lightfoot (present Bishop of Durham), Dr. Domer, 
Professor Westeott, the late Dr. Pusey, and Bishop 
Martensen. If " crowds of scientific and literary laymen, 
men who are capable of leading by their inteUeots," do 
know so little of the true scientific spirit and method as to 
believe in the dogma of trau substantiation as taught by 
the Church of Rome of the time being, this would not 
prove the truth of it. But this is far from being the case, 
inasmuch as "crowds of scientific and literaiy laymen'' 
believe in no such thing.' 



"She places their images in her churches in order to 
bring vividly before the mind, by the sense of sight, the 
eharaetn-istiet of the Mother of God and of God's various 
Saints, the inhabitants of the Church triumphant." Now, 
a painted doll or tawdry image' seems a doubtful, possibly 
injurious medium., " in order to bring vividly htfore the mind, 
by the tense of sight, the characteristics of the Mother of 
God and God's Saints," oven for persons of education and 
strong, well-cultivated imagination, much more so in the 
case of "even little children and the most simple peasantiy." 
Pagan Greece or Home may be cited as "honouring its 
heroes in very much the same manner," but in the present 
day tlie mayor of a city receives no such honour, though 

* In Newman'B Apolonia pro viti led. 

' Who pejeotB the dogmaa of 186< and 1870, though he -wna 
brought up as a Bocoan Catholic, and is a far mace able scholar, 
hiBt^rian, and powerful thinker than Newman. 

' To give all the names would be to give a list of the nioet eminent 
meo in all branches of science and literature. See on this subject 
an able article by Principal Fairbaiin. " Catholicism and Apologetics," 
in the Cantemp. Rtoiev, February, 18S6. 

' I merely coll tbicgs by their true uainea, &» may be seen 1^ 
looking at Homan cborofiw and " repontoriM," itpeeiallg M#h 
airead. ,)Q|c 
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called " worahipful." Nor is there record of special 
featavals appointed at Westminister Abbey in honour of 
the statues of England's greatest heroes ; nor do people 
kneel before them and ask "the originals" to pray for 
them, nor do they bura candles to them at rival shrines.* 

" Catholics, then, kneel before tho statues of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and of the Saints, and ask the originals to 
pray for thorn."' The "unswerving faith of S. Augustine" 
(he died a.d. 430) teaches as follows r — 

" Confounded he all they that serve graven imaget, that boast 
tkemtehei ofidola." 

But some dlspntant, who thinks himself learned, comes 
forward and says, "1 do not worship a stone, nor that 
image wbich is without feeling; for it is not possible that 
your prophets should have known that they have eyes and 
see not, and I be ignorant that the image has no soul, and 
sees not with its eyes, nor hears with its ears. I do not 
worship that; but 1 bow before (adoro) what I see, and 
serve bipi tehont I do not tee." " Who is he?" "Some 
invifiible power," he replies, "which presides over that 
image." By giving thit sort of explanation of their images 
they think themselves very clever, a» not worshippers of idols." 
{Enarr. in Ptalm xevi. 11).' Pilgrimages to rivj shrines 
and rival images are inconsistent with pure devotion to the 
original.' 

It is stated, further, "Oatholics know that even the 
Blessed Tirgin Mary was entirely dependent on Christ for 
her Salvation, that though singled out by God to be the 
mother of His Son, and as a natural consequence conceived 
in a state of grace, and as free from taint of sin as Et>e was 
lefore the Fall, the Blessed Virgin Maiy enjoyed this 
glorious privilege only in virtue of the merits of Christ; 
and consequently stood in need of a Saviour as much as 
ourselves, in so far as she was the creature of God." 

In the New Testament there are only twenty-three 
places where the Blessed Virgin is mentioned. 

(1) Epithets of honour bestowed on her ore common to 

* 3eeabove,pp. 11-lG. onUariolatry. It may b« questioned if they 
are inhabitants of the Cliurch triumphant at all, >SoQ above, Boiikta. 

' Cf. in Bupport of tbifl Cone. THd. sees. xiv. 

< Cf. Van Espeo, the gi'eat Roman Canonist, Jut. Etel. H. 1, 
zxxvu., F. Cnrci, Awert. Prriim. jn N.T. J 10. 

T qf. B. Ath&nuiiu, Omt. Otnl. epp. Atkantii, i. 10, Parii, 
1827. 
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ordinary believers, therefore not peculiar to her, however 
bleBsed she may be. 

(2) The rash conclusions drawn from these by half-thinkere 
are restricted, it not excluded, by our Lord's own worda 
{0.g. 8. Matthew lii. 46—50; 8. Mark iii. 31—35 ; 8. Luke 
xi. 27, 2B; 8. Johnii. 1—6). 

(3) Christ's earthly humiliation called for the exercise 
of fdial obedience, for thus it became Him to " fulfil all 
righteousnesH" (8. Matthew iii. 15) in being "subject unto" 
His parent) [8. Luke ii. 51). 

. (4) The Virgin, however bleased among women, neither 
knew nor understood the mission of Christ (8. Luke ii. 19, 
33 — 35, 41—50) at first, though instructed afterwards. 

The improbable legends cited in support of the 
oultuB of the Blessed Virgin are of no authority 
whatever. 

Now, (1) i«for« th» Fall there was no need of a Saviour 
(see Bishop Bull, State of Man bo/ore tht Fall, and the 
Fathers there quotod), therefore the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
beiM conceived as "Eve before the Fall," either needed 
no &viour, or waa conceived in sin and guilty of sin, for 
Christ is a Saviour from sin, for which reason men need 
Him, not because they are creature of God,' but sinful 
oreatureB. But the Virgin, it is admitted, did need a 
Saviour; therefore ahe' was not conceived sinless. 
(2) If we allow the "i priori argument,"" viz., 
this ought to be, therefore it it, we must argue that as 
the Blessed Virgin Mary was conceived without sin, there- 
fore, as a natitral consequence, her parentage was sinless, 
and so backward to " Eve before the fall," which not only 
contradicts the history of humanity' given in the sacred and 
other records, but cuts at the root of the one central fact 
— the Incarnation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.' 
"Where will be the peculiar privilege of the Lord's 
Mother, who is held to be the only one rejoicing in the gift 



fommla, " Wliersfore, becaiue, if bo, why not F " 

' Thm, " tHaxy, spruiuf from Adam, died becaura of ein ; Adam 
died because of nn ; and ue flesh of the Lord, eprunK from iSaty (by 
the operation of the Holy Ghoat uid the power of the indweUiiiR 
divine Logos, be it lemembered.— See Athmaaiai, L* Inaam. Vti*i. 
Dti), died to blot out mo."— 8. Aoguitine, Enarr. in AaJm xuri*. 3,<^lc 



of progeny and in virginity of person, if you grant the 
same to her own mother f Thia is not to honour the Virgin, 

but to detract from Lor honour. How can 3iat 

conception be alleged as holy which ie not of the Holy 
Ghost — that I may not have to aay, which »« of sin — or be 
accounted as a festival when it is not holy? The glorious 
Virgin will gladly go without this distinction, whereby 
either am wiU eeem to be honoured or a false holiness alleged."^ 
Yet in the face of this, the proposition, " Praise offered to 
Mary, as Mary, is vatn," was condemned;' thus the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is not even invoked merely as a medium 
through which to honour Jesus Christ, but is placed on 
the footing of a deity. 

It is stated "the sacraments anil the intereeteiott of the 
Sainte are chanaela, by means of which Christ's merits are 
applied to our souls." Now, to put the intercession of 
Saints and its supposed value on the same platform as 
sacraments "ordained by Jesua Christ" {e.g. Baptism and 
Lord's supper) has neither the warrant of Scripture, the 
Fathers, nor reason (see above, pp. 1 1 — 13), nor istnere proof 
that their intercession is a channel of grace. 



(4) EoMAN Catholics accept eveet so-called mi- 
raculous EVENT WITHOUT INVESTIGATING ITS CLAIMS ON 
THEIR BEASON. 

It may be said, granting that the above is true, a 
Roman Catholic is either "a downright credulous fool" 
(these are not my terms) or "a hypocritical crafty knave." 
With this deduction men axe not concerned, the question 

' S Bernard, called " tie last of the fathers," ''Letter cliiiv. to the 
Canons of Li on» on the new feaat of the eatieeplion of B. V. M." 

" The flesh of the Virgin was conceived in originiil sin, and there- 
fore contracted theee defects. But the flesh of Christ look its nature 
pure of faull, from the Virgin.'"— S. Thomae Aquinas, Smnma, III. 
■ "■ The doctrine, then, of the immaoulate conception is well nigh 
■ to " the unanimota consent of the fathers." — Cardinsil Turra- 
^cu...". Tract, de Ceuttpt. B. V. M. See Dr. Puaej, ■■ Letter I. to 
Newman," pp. 72-286; and Petrus de VincaitU, C-^lalegM of 216 
Witrueiet againil the Immaeuiale ConeepUon, Venice, 1484. 

> By Pope Alaxander UI.. December 7th, IBfiU. 
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IB about the truth of the " Bo-oaJled nuramilouB 
event."' 

On this subject Dr. J. B. Mozley' says: "This strong 
humaa affection (the innate love of the supernatural in 
man's heart) has flourished succesaiTelj upon heathen, upon 
Christian, and upon scientific material ; because in truth it 
is ueither heathen, nor Christian, nor scientific, but human. 
Springing out of the common stock of humanity, which ia 
the same in all ages, it adapts itself to the belief, the 
speculations, and the knowledge of its own day. It avails 
itself of every opening which religious truth or obscure 
laws of nature may afford, and every fresh growth of 
eupematuralism borrows the type of the age. And thus is 
produced that constant succession of miraculous pretensions, 
which, varying in shade and form, and taking its colour 
from heathen mythology, or Christian truth, or Gtothic or 
Celtic fancy, or scientific mystery, is a perpetual and 
standing phenomenon of human nature i its evidences being 
of one homogeneous type and one uniform level, which liet 
below a rational etandari of proof ,'" [pp. l(i2-3). Again, 
" The Fathers, while they refer to extraordinary JMvine 
agency going on in their own day, aho with one eotment 
represent miracles as having ceased since the Apostolic 
era," (p. 165, and note 1 for proofs). 

"The evidence of the Gospel miracles is a speeial case 
which must be decided on its own grounds ; were the 
annals of mankind crowded even mack more than they are 
with epwiow caies, we ehoiild Mil hate to take the case of the 
Goipel miracles by itself" (p. 185). "Its foundation lies 
so deep in the wonderful character and extraordinary 
probity of the witnesses, and in the unique character 
and result of the revelation, that it sustains the weight 
which it is required to sustain " (p. 186).' 

• I omit such marvels as "the seamless ooata," e.j., one of 
Agentfiuil and one of Treves ; the "chain of S. Peter." " holy candle of 
Arras," and the quaotitj- of wood claimed to lie of " the true crow " 
(for a brief account aeo Dr. Littledale'a Fiaia Riatona, ed. 1884, 
pp. H9-1B3.) 

' See the whole of Lecture VIII. in Eight Lectures im Mirattei, 
preached before the University of Oxford in the year 1866, fonrtii 
edition, 1878, RivinRtons; and Sir David Brewster, Lellerw an 
Natural Magit, I.— IV. 

' With this compare SchafE, rcnm ef Chi iat, pp. 261—370, for the 
evidence of unbelievers on this point i i Lit)i.>>^lL' 
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The tone of Scripture on this suhjeot may be seen in 
(S. Matthew xvi. 4), "A wicked and adulteroua genera- 
tion seeketh after a sign." {Vf. S. John iv. 48, 1 Cor. i. 
22, aa). 



(5) EoMAN Cathouoh believe the Pbiest's Absolctios 
exANDa GOOD IN Heaven, if they do bttt kepkat a is&t 

OF THEIB aiNS. 

Ill the Boman Chureh hond fiA» absolution depends on 
"the aacrament of penance," which "is part of an atottemtni 
we have to make even for forgiven sina." Thus Boman 
penance is not merely remedial as in the Greek Church 
{ef. Morinus, De Penitent, iii. xi.). 

This is not the place to diacuss the merits or demerits of 
the modem Eoman system of Moral Theology, as given by 
Lieuori, or those standard authoritieB on the subject who 
follow him ; nor with the questions of penance by means 
of money payments — Eomish idea of purgatory and in- 
dulgences and what these doctrines involve in practice. 
But to be brief, an extract is given, in conclusion, which 
speaks for itself : — 

"When a young man, accustomed to the periodical 
" avowal of his faults, has listened to the mild noniily of 
" the priest, and accomplished hia yet milder penance, will 
" his life have received any moral shock, powerful enough 
" to strengthen him for the most difficult and laborious of 
" victories? Is it not rather to be feared that the routine 
" of this repeated plastering of conscience, as easy as it is 
"inefficacious, joined to the forgetfulness of the law of 
" bodily penance, produces nothing but half-made Catholics 
"of a lame and indolent piety, always ready to come to a 
"compromise with the world and with nature, studioua of 
" appearances, and wanting courage to put the axe to the 
"root of the tree, adorning the outside of the cup, and 
" neglecting to cleanse it within f " 

"F^re Lacordaire had no settled plan for effecting a 
" reaction ngainst this system. lie simply followed another, 
" whi(i was more in harmony with his own principles and 
"his own instincts of piety, and which proved also more 
"fruitful in its results. He belonged to that race of 
" Catholics, BO rare in our age, who take the gospel 
" literally, and who learn it from the gospel itself, and not 



from tliat multitude of little books which abound now- 
adays, of doubtful orthodoxy and sickly aentimentality, 
without sap, without force, without vitality ; in short, 
to use the happy expression of a young priest, — his 
disciple and his friend, — he was a ChrUtian of the olden 
time, and a man of to-day." ' 

' The Inner Life of Very Sev. Fere Lacerdaire, O.P., EngliBh trans, 
from the French of Rev. P&re Chooame, O.P., with the author's 
permission, with preface by the Very Rev. Fattier Aylward, Prior 
Provincial of Ejiglknd, pp. 383-1, R. Washboume, London, 1883. 



The following books are recommended for further 
study: — 

Bishop Wordsworth — Tkeephilua Angtieattus; Lettere on the Chareh of 

£wer — Cathotieity xh its Relationship to Proleitantiim and Somaniim, 
Scudamore — Lctteri to a Secedir sjid England and Rome. 
Littledale— P/nin Seasani agiiaat joining the Church of Some. 

S. P. C. E. Ifl. 
Gladstone— fiOBi* and the Aeireii Fathioai in Seligion. 
Mozley — Eisay on Development. 

Pompooio L^s — Eight Months at Some during the Vatican Council. 
Cartwright — The Jeeaitt. 
Church Quarterly Review : Articles on — 

" Legal Evidence of Scriptura on Petrino Claims," April. 1878. 

" Dogmatic Position of the Church of England," July. 1S78. 

" Purthar Evidence of Petri oe Clairaa,'' October, 18TB. 

'■ The Petrine Claima at the Bar of Hietor;-," April, 1879, 

"Lack of PreBoriptioQ for the Petrine Claims," January, 1880. 

"Legal Flaws in the Later Papacy," July, 1884, 
Contemporary Revieur — 

" Ullramontane Popular Literature," January, 1876. 

"[Uoman] Catholicism and ApologtticB." February, 1886. 
Proctor— 0-. Boi'k of Common Prayer. 
Curteis — Bampton Lectures on Dissent. 
Engliehmm't Brief. S. P. C. K. 6d. 
Bn^t— Early Engliah Church Hietory. 
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